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by
Bill Cooper, PhD, ThD.

And following his [Dunvallo Molmutius’s] death, gualling and discord broke out
between his sons Belinuand Brennufsover the realm [Britain] and who should govern it,
for each of them desired the crown for himself. Barned men of great wisdom made peace
between them, and they divided the realm into tewtsp And because Belinus was the eldest
son, he obtained Lloegria [England] and Kymry [Véalevith Cornwall besides. This was in
accordance with the ancient laws of Troy concertinggfirstborn’s inheritance. And to
Brennus fell the whole of the country north of thember, all of Albany [Scotland], but in
subjection to his brother. And this was agreed betwthem and five years of peace went by.

Then those who hated peace, came to Brennusgtéiin that it was timid and
disgraceful of him to yield his rights to his breththey both being born of the same
parentage and holding the same rank. Moreoverdaigy “You are more wise in battle than
he, for when Cheulfus, the prince of the Morianame into your realm, you straightway
chased him out of it. Break this humiliating agreein therefore, that stands between you
and your brother, and go to the king of Lochlaand take his daughter for your wife. And
then, with him as ally, you shall win back yourhiyj

And Brennus was spurred on to great anger by toeinsel, and he went to Lochland
and wedded the daughter of its king. And when Belineard of this, he was wounded in
heart and bethought it great treachery that hithbrdhad sought this alliance against him.
And Belinus mustered a mighty army and marchedsadtte Humber and captured castles
and towns, manning them with his own soldiers.

And hearing of this, Brennus summoned a mighty frost Lochland. And [when he
was] sailing cheerfully with his fleet towards loiwn land, behold, Guthlacking of the
Danes, for love of the woman to whom Brennus wasg wed, pursued him. And when he,
Guthlac, had sighted the ship wherein Brennus was saitiaglid battle against him until
with grappling irons he captured his ship, in whad$o was Brennus’ wife, and towed it back
into the midst of his own fleet. Whereupon, of dden there came a mighty, calamitous
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wind which scattered the ships to every shore,iaukis way they sailed for five days. And
the king of the Danes came ashore on the coaslbaing, and on hearing of it the men of
that land captured them and brought them beform&glwho was awaiting his brother from
Lochland.

And besides the vessels of the Danish king, there whree others also belonging to
Brennus. And Belinus seized them with joy and beigaawvenge himself against his brother.
And Brennus arrived after some days, having gathleiefleet together from along the coast
of Albany. And he heard tell that Belinus had seéiketh his men and his wife. And he sent
to his brother commanding him that he restore liis and his kingdom to him again, and he
would slay him also if he met him. And when Belirhesard it, he scorned the demands, both
concerning his wife and his realm. And then Belinusstered together an army of all the
mounted warriors of Britain, and prepared to maeinBus in battle.

And no sooner had Brennus learned of this, tharah®e against Belinus at a place
called the Forest of Caledorfiand there did they bravely fight one anothertfieir renown
in battle was great. And men fell on either siéte kears of corn before the reapers. And at
last the Britons won the day, sending the armyaaffiland a broken [army] back to its ships.
And in that battle there fell fifteen thousand noérochland, and not one escaped
unharmed. And Brennus did scarcely reach one afltips, and he fled to Gaul. The
remainder sought refuge wherever they might find it

And now, having vanquished his foes, Belinus caltegether all the nobility of the
realm to Eboracum, that he might seek counsel camzethe king of the Danes. For he,
Guthlac, had sent ambassadors to him, offering homagéeatty and annual tribute so that
he and his loved one might be granted their freedlamd Belinus allowed [his petition]
according to counsel, and required at his hand Joigalty] from the king of the Danes,
and hostages also. Then Reithlac, and she whom he loved, were set free. And when
Belinus had pacified the kingdom from end to ehdré¢ was none to withstand him. And he
confirmed the laws and proclaimed peace througtieutand as well in the temples as in the
cities, which he blessed with unheard of privileges

And in those days there arose disputes concerhabighways, whose borders were
not clearly defined. And so hBginus, summoned before him all the stonemasons of Britai
and commanded them to build roads of stone andam@tcording to law. And one tife
roads ran through such cities as lay in its path fromtip of Cornwall up to Cape Bladdon
in Albany, the entire length of Britain. And anottveas built at his command to run across
the land from Menevfaon the one coast to Port Hamon on the other atredeing
Southamptori.And two other roads also he caused to be laidyingnobliquely from corner
to corner, passing, as did the others, througtleities [that lay in their path]. And when all
was done, he commanded that they be held sacrédhemtowed upon them the right of
sanctuary [so] that none dare molest whoever saefinge there, however grievous his
offences might be. And after these things did Beirule in peace.

And Brennus, his brother, who had sought refug8anl, was grieved for his exile
from his land and his realm. And he could not reggaiand knew not what he should do. And
so, with eleven servant&he stood before the king of Gaul and laid befane &l his woes.
And when hethe king of Gaul, disdained to help him, he went straightway tokimg of
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Burgundy'* who welcomed him warmly and granted him audieace, bestowed honour
upon him above all his court. For in all that heé,drennus acted with honour, and the king
loved him just as if he were his son. For Brennas tvandsome and courtly to look on, and
was learned and able, as a prince ought to be.

And after the king had bestowed his love upon lnengave to Brennus for his wife
his only daughter and heir, and bequeathed Burgtmtim when he should succeed him,
provided the king should have none other heir.iBlg, the king, should yet have a son, then
he would strengthen the hand of Brennus that hétw back his own realm. And one of
the princes also promised him help. And so Brenmeded the girl, and the nobility of the
land became subject to him, and he governed thiettat was granted him of the king with
his own hand. And Brennus restored to these natiteswere loyal the lands which the king
had taken from their fathers, and in this mannérha bind their loyalty and love through his
own kindness. And his hospitality was renownedubfeut all the realm, for he fed and
watered all who came to him, closing his doors upoman.

And once he was certain that the hearts of alpbaple were with him, he bethought
himself how he might avenge his hurt upon Belinigsoinother for the things that he had
done to him. And all his subjects swore loyaltyhbm and promised him arms for to subdue
any place in all the earth that he might wish togeeer. And straightway he gathered a
mighty host, and coming to Gaul he sought theinpgsion to pass through their land
unmolested toward Britain. And when the fleet waglmready upon the Flanders coast, they
sailed with a following wind till they landed in Bain.

And once Belinus knew that his brother was comiity & navy, he mustered a
mighty army and sallied forth to meet him, thatyth@ght do battle together. And then, as
they were about to close in on each other, so Tanteir mother, ran through the host and
came to them, pleading to see Brennus her sosh®had not set eyes upon him for many a
year. And, shaking with fear, she went to the plabere her son Brennus was standing, and
kissed him many times. Then, weeping bitterly, sheke these words to him: “My beloved
son, remember your mother’s love for you who cdrgieu nine months in her womb. And
remember all that | suffered to raise you [to martjoThink on these things this day, and
for the sake of your heavenly Creator, forgive yiorather. Let that wrath be still which you
have nurtured against him, for he gave you no re&sbate him so. It was not he who
banished you from your land and your realm, fohls done you no harm. And in all that he
did, he did nothing to humiliate you. But ratherhaes raised you up, for though you once
were in subjection to him for the lesser part @ tealm, you are now his equal in dignity.
Surely, it is a far greater honour to be princalbBurgundy, than to rule only a small part of
Britain. And recall that this quarrel between yoaswot caused first by him, but by you
when you sought the hand of the daughter of Lodi$aking, and through that alliance
sought to bring dowsgour brother!”

And when she had spoken these words with much wggebe resolved in his heart to
follow all his mother’s bidding and live in peackfess and quiet. And taking his helmet and
cap of mail from off his head, he approached tore/lés brother was standing. And when
he,Belinus, saw his brother draw nigh, he cast aside his aempnd embraced him. And so
were they soon reconciled. And their hosts, welocantihe peace, also cast down their
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weapons. And theBelinus and Brennus, marched to London where they held council, both
they and the nobility. And they determined to g@stmul and take possession of it, and all its
provinces.

And having stayed in London for a year, they matiobgt towards Gaul, and began
to lay the land waste. And hearing of it, the méGaul rallied together into one place to
withstand them, but Belinus and Brennus vanquisheoh every one. And the men of Gaul
fled the field, but the Britons pursued them tiky captured their king and forced him to
yield. And the Britons demolished the castles arstised the whole realm within the year.
And after, they descended with their hosts ontdahd of Rome, where they destroyed
castles throughout all Italy and laid waste thellaa far as Rome [itself].

Now in those days two consuls governed Rome, Galed$orsennt,to whom was
entrusted the government of the land. And when geggeived that none could resist the
might of Belinus and Brennus, by the counsel of3kaate of Rome they sought to establish
peace with them, offering them a great tributeiloes and gold, promising the same for
every year should they leave them in peace. Andblan of the pledge, Belinus and
Brennus took hostages of them.

And Belinus and Brennus took their armies from filate, and set out for Germany.
But once they became embroiled in conflict withstiaéribes, theythe Romans, repented of
the promise that they had made to the Britons,dtbkir word, and went to the aid of the
Germans. And Belinus and Brennus were enragedaiodiét, and they bethought
themselves how they might vanquish two armies aépfor the coming of the Roman army
was a great threat. And they decided to leave Belwith the Britons to overcome the
Germans, whilst Brennus and his [Burgundian] hosght to overrun Rome.

And learning of this, the Roman army abandonedrtee of Germany and tried to
overtake Brennus and his army before they reacloadeRAnd when Belinus heard of it, he
brought his army against them by night into a wabdaley that lay in their path. And
Belinus concealed himself and his men there to amiuem. And behold, arriving in that
place the following day, and seeing the weapornbaif foes gleaming along the valley, the
men of Rome feared greatly, thinking that Brenmu the Burgundians were there. And
Belinus suddenly fell upon them, and the Romarasgiitway fled the field, being unable
either to don their armour or make a stand. AndrBslpursued them until darkness
prevented further slaughter.

And after vanquishing his foes, Belinus reachechBus his brother on the third day
after he Brennus, had dug in around the walls of Rome. And whenttfeearmies were come
together before the city, they laid siege to it asdaulted it mightily, bringing great suffering
upon the people of Rome. And they built a scaffmébre the city gates, upon which to hang
the hostages should theke people of Rome, not surrender the city. Btlie Romans held the
city nonetheless, and they resisted now with cédtsjand at other times with ballista, using
whatever means [of resistance] they could find. sh@&n Belinus and Brennus saw it, they
burned with indignation, and ordered the hangintyeinty-four hostages of the highest rank
before the city gates.

And then the men of Rome marshalled their troofis diivisions and poured out of
the city and engaged them in open battle, for viadi reached them from the two captains
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who had regrouped their scattered troops, thatwesg marching to their rescue, and they
were on no account to surrender the city. And B@njian] army fell suddenly upon the
Britons in two divisions, and there was great bkioatl.

And when Belinus and Brennus beheld their troopsgoglaughtered, it grieved them
and they rallied their soldiers, exhorting themésist the foe. And they withstood them, and,
at last, when thousands on either side had falehnus and Brennus overcarie men of
Rome. [And they] slew Galertd and captured [both] Porsenna and the city. AnéhBsland
Brennus divided the spoil amongst their army. Aadihg won the day, Brennus ruled Rome
as a tyrant* and he governed the people with great cruelty.aBull this is rehearsed in the
histories of the Romans, | have here not told #iédf it for the weariness of telling all.And
Belinus returned to Britain and governed the realpeace for the rest of his days. And he
repaired the castles, whichever of them lay inguand built new ones also. And beside
these things, he built a city on the banks of tk&,ldnd established there the arch-druidship
of Dyfed ™ And when the Romans came [later] to these shtrey,called it the City of
Legions, for they kept their winter-quarters inttpkace. And Belinus caused to be built a
marvellous gate in London on the banks of the Tlrawaich was called Belin’s GateAnd
upon its battlements he constructed a great tcavet at its foot a wharf for the mooring of
ships. And everywhere he ratified his father’s lamd upheld truth. And there was great
wealth among the people in his days, the like atvlivas not seen before or after. And at
last, when the day of his death was come, his bay/cremated and his ashes sealed in a
golden urn of wondrous craftsmanship, which waseduwithin the top of that tower in
London, of which we have already spoken.

Endnotes

GoM = Geoffrey of MonmouthHistoria Regum Britanniae, c1138)
LXI = Jesus College MS LXI (Tysilio ChronicleBrut y Britanniait, originally composed second half of AD
600s; later translation ¢ AD 1150 by Caradoc ohtkrfan)
Livy = Livy. The Early History of Rome. tr. Sellincourt. 1960. Penguin Classics. Harmorudth.

Livy records the Sack of Rome as Ab Urbe Conditd @) 363. Rome was founded in 753
BC (AUC 1). So 753 - 363 = 390 BC. Part of Livyscaunt of the Sack of Rome is
reproduced as Appendix I, with the name of Brenthes British commander of the
expeditionary force, highlighted.

Marcus Terentius Varrd=@asti Capitolini) dates the opening engagement - the Battle of the
Allia river which opened the way for the Sack ofrR®- to 18th July 390 BC. The Gauls
camped outside Rome at sunset on the same dapurhallo Molmutius mentioned at the
start of the piece is he who first wrote down theiant laws of Britain, as the Molmutine
Laws [see More 4]. ‘Dunvallo Molmutius’ is the Laised version of his name made up by
GoM. This king's real name was Dyfnal moel myd.

1) As in GoM (3:1). LXI =beli.
2) As in GoM (3:1). LXI =bran.
3) As in GoM (3:1). LXI =Edwetro, who is prince tywysog) of theMorien.
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4) GoM (3:1) supplies the nanidsingius for the king in question. LXI simply calls him
brenin Ilychlyn, the king of Lochland. The country bf«chlyn which translates as Lochland,
or Land of the Lochs, is said by GoM to be NorwRitys, however, in hi€eltic

Heathendom (p. 355), of 1888, he correctly identifidgchlyn with the western coast of
present-day Scotland. GoM’s confusion seems to hasen through the Norwegians’ one-
time claim that this part of Scotland properly gjed to Viking Norway, and the medieval
(and earlier) mind would naturally have equateddihened territory with Norway itself. But
just to confuse matters furthédychlyn is known to modern Welsh as Scandinavia in
general.

5) LXI = Gwychlan. GoM (3:2) =Ginchtalacus.

6) LXI = Kaladyr. GoM (3:3) names the forest as thaCafaterium. Thorpe, in his version
of GoM (p. 311), thinks that this term appliestie wilds of Scotland, noting in passing that
another identifies it as Celidon Wood near Linc@hiven that Albany is the background of
events here, then a wood in Scotland (the Caleddfoaest) seems the most likely location.
7) GoM (3:5) =Caithness.

8) LXI = kaer vyniw, present-day St David’s.

9) Part of this road lies beneath the modern A3Gb&outhampton.

10) GoM (3:6) has twelve knights.

11) As in GoM (3:6), who also identifies him @sgnius, lord of theAllobroges or
BurgundiansSegnius appears aSegovesus in Livy (p. 379). In LXI, Burgundy appears as
byrgwin.

12) As in GoM (3:9). LXI =Galins andfforkena. Porsena, though not actually given in
Livy’s account of the Gaulish Invasion of 390 B€ known to be a very ancient Roman
name and not one that would normally be expecteghpar in Old Welsh. GoMGabius
(identified by LXI asGalins) seems to be a garbled memory of Quentus Fabius whom

Livy most surely mentions. Quintus Fabius (Livy, B81-2) heroically charged the Gaulish
lines, which provoked the subsequent sacking of &arhe Gaulish army knew him to have
come from Rome, and it is therefore natural thay tthould have supposed him to be acting
on Rome’s behalf. There is further confusion obddietween LXI and Livy, but this only
demonstrates that LXI is no mere rehash of Livypséhhistory of Rome was in any case
probably not available in 12century England. ThBeli of the Welsh chronicle iBellovesus

in Livy, the nephew of Ambitgatus, king of the Biges. The Bituriges were the Celtic tribe
inhabiting the west central region of France, wheeggtheir name to the city of Bourges.
Beli's mother (unnamed in LXI) is calletbnuuenna in GoM, and she was clearly the sister
of Ambitgatus, marriages between the royal famitiethe British and Continental Celts
being the common practicBran in LXI, Brennius in GoM, iBBrennus in Livy, the leader of
the Gaulish Invasion, and it is interesting to cangpthe two accounts of the invasion as seen
through the eyes of Livy and the Welsh chronidieseriously challenges those theories that
attempt to dismiss Beli and Bran as mere persatifins of local gods. Note that to the
Romans, everything west of Germania was Gaul -gp@8elgium and Britannia. The fact
that the early British chronicler differentiatesragarding the invasion force [specifying
Britons & Burgundians], as only a local would, aghelies the notion of copying.

13) Livy doesn’t mention the death of Quintus Fabiwhich again contradicts any notion of
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copying.

14) As elsewhere in LXI, the term ‘emperoyiierawdwr) is used here loosely. Tyrant might
convey the meaning better.

15) As in LXI. GoM (3:10) =Demetia.

16) As in GoM (3:10). LXI =Bilinssgad, seemingly a phonetic rendering of the Saxon name.

*
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Appendix |

Livy's History of Rome: Book 5:
The Veii and the Destruction of Rome by the Gauls

5.48

But the greatest of all the evils arising from $iege and the war was the famine which
began to afflict both armies, whilst the Gauls wals® visited with pestilence. They had their
camp on low-lying ground between the hills, whicudthbeen scorched by the fires and was
full of malaria, and the least breath of wind rdis®t dust only but ashes. Accustomed as a
nation to wet and cold, they could not stand th&llaand tortured as they were by heat and
suffocation, disease became rife among them, amddied off like sheep. They soon grew
weary of burying their dead singly, so they piled bodies into heaps and burned them
indiscriminately, and made the locality notorioiisyas afterwards known as the Busta
Gallica. Subsequently a truce was made with the &mmand with the sanction of the
commanders, the soldiers held conversations with ether. The Gauls were continually
bringing up the famine and calling upon them tddyie necessity and surrender. To remove
this impression it is said that bread was throwmany places from the Capitol into the
enemies' pickets. But soon the famine could nelteeroncealed nor endured any longer. So,
at the very time that the Dictator was raisingdws levy at Ardea, and ordering his Master
of the Horse, L. Valerius, to withdraw his armyrfrd/eii, and making preparations for a
sufficient force with which to attack the enemyeaqual terms, the army of the Capitol, worn
out with incessant duty, but still superior totaliman ills, had nature not made famine alone
insuperable by them, were day by day eagerly waictur signs of any help from the
Dictator. At last not only food but hope failed thewWhenever the sentinels went on duty,
their feeble frames almost crushed by the weighihef armour, the army insisted that they
should either surrender or purchase their ransoth@best terms they could, for the Gauls
were throwing out unmistakable hints that they ddag induced to abandon the siege for a
moderate consideration. A meeting of the senateneasheld, and the consular tribunes
were empowered to make terms. A conference toalefatween Q. Sulpicius, the consular
tribune, and Brennus, the Gaulish chieftain, andgreement was arrived at by which 1000
Ibs. of gold was fixed as the ransom of a peop#tiked ere long to rule the world. This
humiliation was great enough as it was, but it aggravated by the despicable meanness of
the Gauls, who produced unjust weights, and whertrtbhune protested, the insolent Gaul
threw his sword into the scale, with an exclamatrgalerable to Roman ears, "Woe to the
vanquished!"

Available in a different translation at:
htt p: // ww. gut enber g. or g/ ebooks/ 19725
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